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Avoid division (At-Tafarruq) and become united 

BS Foad, MD 2013 

 

Definition 
Tafarraqa comes from Faraqa, meaning separated and not united. When it is used regarding Muslims it 

means that the Muslim community or nation have become separated into sects and groups, rather being 

united and working together as it should be. 

 

We will discuss the following concepts: 
1-We are ordered to be united and work together and not become separated or divided into sects and groups 

fighting each other 

2-There are pitfalls and ill effects for Furqa (Separation and division) 

3-Why do Muslims become divided and working against each other? 

 

We are ordered to unite and work together and we are ordered not to become divided or separated 

and fight each other 

 

The Qur’an is clear in warning Muslims against division and urging them to work together and become 

united: 

 

 

 (#θ ßϑÅÁ tGôã$# uρ È≅ ö7 pt¿2 «! $# $Yè‹ Ïϑy_ Ÿω uρ (#θ è% §�x s? 4 (#ρã� ä. øŒ $# uρ |M yϑ÷è ÏΡ «! $# öΝ ä3 ø‹ n= tæ øŒ Î) ÷Λ äΖä. [!# y‰ ôãr& y#©9r'sù t÷ t/ öΝ ä3 Î/θ è= è% Λ äós t7 ô¹ r'sù 

ÿÏµÏF uΚ ÷è ÏΖÎ/ $ZΡ≡uθ ÷z Î) ÷Λ äΖä. uρ 4’ n?tã $x x© ;ο t�ø ãm z ÏiΒ Í‘$̈Ζ9$# Ν ä. x‹ s)Ρ r'sù $pκ ÷]ÏiΒ 3 y7 Ï9≡x‹ x. ßÎi t6 ãƒ ª! $# öΝ ä3 s9 ÏµÏG≈ tƒ# u ÷/ä3 ª= yè s9 tβρ ß‰ tGöκ sE ∩⊇⊃⊂∪ 〈 

 And hold fast, all together, by the Rope which Allah (stretches out for you), and be not divided among 

yourselves; and remember with gratitude Allah's favor on you; for ye were enemies and He joined your 

hearts in love, so that by His Grace, ye became brethren; and ye were on the brink of the Pit of Fire, and He 

saved you from it. Thus doth Allah make His Signs clear to you: that ye may be guided?  

 Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) 3: 103 

 

This verse explains several concepts: 

1-We should be united and work together, and not divided 

2-It is the mercy and blessings of Allah that He united the hearts of Muslims that they became brothers to 

each other, expressing kindness and love towards each other. It is a great blessing from Allah that we are 

kind and good to each other. The hatred and enmity that existed before was replaced with kindness and love 

towards each other: 

 

 y#©9r& uρ š÷ t/ öΝ Íκ Í5θ è= è% 4 öθ s9 |M ø) xΡ r& $tΒ ’ Îû ÇÚ ö‘ F{$# $YèŠ ÏΗ sd !$̈Β |M ø ©9r& š÷ t/ óΟ Îγ Î/θ è= è% £ Å6≈ s9uρ ©! $# y#©9r& öΝ æηuΖ÷4 t/ 4 … çµ̄Ρ Î) î“ƒ Í• tã 

ÒΟŠ Å3 ym ∩∉⊂∪ 〈 

 And (moreover) He has put affection between their hearts: not if you had spent all that is in the earth, 

could you have produced that affection, but Allah has done it: for He is Exalted in might, Wise.  

 Al-Anfal (Spoils of war) 8: 63 

 

3-The way to unity is to hold on to the rope of Allah and follow his straight path. Whatever we differ in 

should be settled by the Qur’an and the Sunnah of the Prophet (PBUH), not by following our vain desires 

and our likes and dislikes: 
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 $pκ š‰r'̄≈ tƒ tÏ%©! $# (# þθ ãΨ tΒ# u (#θ ãè‹ ÏÛ r& ©! $# (#θ ãè‹ÏÛ r& uρ tΑθ ß™ §�9$# ’ Í< 'ρ é& uρ Í* ö∆ F{$# óΟ ä3ΖÏΒ ( β Î* sù ÷Λ äôãt“≈ uΖs? ’ Îû &óx« çνρ –Š ã� sù ’ n< Î) «! $# ÉΑθ ß™ §�9$# uρ β Î) ÷Λ äΨ ä. 

tβθ ãΖÏΒ ÷σ è? «! $$Î/ ÏΘöθ u‹ ø9$# uρ Ì� Åz Fψ $# 4 y7 Ï9≡sŒ ×.öB yz ß |¡ôm r& uρ ¸ξƒ Íρ ù's? ∩∈∪ 〈 

 O you who believe! Obey Allah, and obey the Messenger, and those charged with authority among you. If 

you differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His Messenger, if you do believe in Allah 

and the Last Day: that is best, and most suitable for final determination.  
 An-Nesa’a (The Women) 4: 59 

 

4-Guidance can be attained only from following the straight path of Allah. If we follow other paths we will 

become misguided: 

 

 ¨β r& uρ # x‹≈ yδ ‘ ÏÛ≡u.ÅÀ $VϑŠ É) tGó¡ãΒ çνθ ãè Î7 ¨? $$sù ( Ÿω uρ (#θ ãè Î7 −Fs? Ÿ≅ ç6 0¡9$# s− §� x tGsù öΝ ä3 Î/  tã Ï& Î#‹ Î7 y™ 4 öΝ ä3 Ï9≡ sŒ Ν ä38¢¹ uρ ÏµÎ/ öΝ à6 ¯= yè s9 tβθ à) −Gs? 

∩⊇∈⊂∪ 〈 

 Verily, this is My Way leading straight: follow it; follow not (other) paths: they will scatter you about from 

His (great) Path; thus doth He command you, that ye may be righteous.  

 Al-Ana’m (The Cattle) 6: 153 

 

Other verses in the Qur’an urge unity and warn against division and separation: 

 

 * tí u.Ÿ° Ν ä3 s9 z ÏiΒ ÈÏe$! $# $tΒ 4œ» uρ ÏµÎ/ % [nθ çΡ ü“Ï%©! $# uρ !$uΖøŠ ym ÷ρ r& y7 ø‹ s9Î) $tΒ uρ $uΖøŠ ¢¹ uρ ÿÏµÎ/ tΛÏδ≡t� ö/ Î) 4y›θ ãΒ uρ #|¤Š Ïãuρ ( ÷β r& (#θ ãΚŠ Ï% r& tÏe$! $# 

Ÿω uρ (#θ è%§� x tGs? ÏµŠ Ïù 4 u.ã9 x. ’ n?tã t Ï. Î.ô³ ßϑø9$# $tΒ öΝ èδθ ããô‰ s? ÏµøŠ s9Î) 4 ª! $# ûÉ< tF øg s† Ïµø‹ s9Î)  tΒ â!$t±o„ ü“Ï‰ öκ u‰uρ Ïµø‹ s9Î) tΒ Ü=‹ Ï⊥ ãƒ ∩⊇⊂∪ 〈 

 The same religion has He established for you as that which He enjoined on Noah - that which We have 

sent by inspiration to thee - and that which We enjoined on Abraham, Moses, and Jesus: namely, that you 

should remain steadfast in Religion, and make no divisions therein: to those who worship other things than 

Allah, hard is the (way) to which you call them. Allah chooses to Himself those whom He pleases, and 

guides to Himself those who turn (to Him).  

 Ash-Shura (The Consultation) 42: 13 

 

In this verse Muslims are ordered to stay together united and not be divided or separated. 

 

Allah orders His prophet (PBUH) to avoid those who split and divide their affairs into different sects: 

 

 

 ¨β Î) tÏ%©! $# (#θ è% §� sù öΝ åκ s]ƒ ÏŠ (#θ çΡ% x. uρ $Yè u‹ Ï© |M ó¡©9 öΝ åκ ÷]ÏΒ ’ Îû >óx« 4 !$yϑ̄Ρ Î) öΝ èδ á> øΒ r& ’ n< Î) «! $# §Ν èO Ν åκ ã♦ Îm6 t⊥ãƒ $oÿ Ï3 (#θ çΡ% x. tβθ è= yèø tƒ ∩⊇∈∪ 〈 

 As for those who divide their religion and break up into sects, thou hast no part in them in the least: their 

affair is with Allah: He will in the end tell them the truth of all that they did.  

 Al-Ana’m (The Cattle) 6: 159 

 

 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: 
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(Allah likes and accepts three things for you, and He dislikes and does not accept three things: He likes for 

you to worship Him alone with no partners, and to hold all to the rope of Allah, and not become divided; 

and He dislikes for you talking and asking about other people’s affairs, or asking about things that are not 

your concern, and dislikes that you waste money or spend it in ways that are not appropriate) Narrated by 

Muslim. 

 

The Prophet (PBUH) also said: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Whoever disobeys and leaves the Muslim group or Umma, then dies, he dies in a state of ignorance) 

Narrated by Muslim 

 

 

 

There are pitfalls and dangers in being separated 

1-Division and separation into different sects and groups weaken the Muslims and causes their strength 

to vanish as they fight each other: 

 

 (#θ ãè‹ÏÛ r& uρ ©! $# … ã& s!θ ß™ u‘ uρ Ÿω uρ (#θ ããt“≈ uΖs? (#θ è= t±ø tGsù |= yδ õ‹ s? uρ ö/ä3 çt†Í‘ ( (# ÿρ ç.É9 ô¹ $# uρ 4 ¨β Î) ©! $# yì tΒ šÎ.É9≈ ¢Á9$# ∩⊆∉∪ 〈 

 And obey Allah and His Messenger; and fall into no disputes, lest ye lose heart and your power depart; and 

be patient and persevering: for Allah is with those who patiently persevere:  

 Al-Anfal (Spoils of war) 8: 46 

 

This verse warns against division and fighting amongst each other, because our strength then will dissipate 

and we will become weak, disunited and disorganized. It calls for patience and perseverance, and explains 

that Allah is with those who patiently persevere. The next verse explains that what is important in 

everything that we do is our sincere devotion to Allah: 

 

 

 Ÿω uρ (#θ çΡθ ä3 s? tÏ%©! $% x. (#θ ã_ t� yz  ÏΒ Ν Ïδ Ì�≈tƒ ÏŠ # \�sÜt/ u!$sQ Í‘ uρ Ä¨$ ¨Ψ9$# šχρ ‘‰ ÝÁ tƒ uρ  tã È≅‹ Î6 y™ «! $# 4 ª! $# uρ $yϑÎ/ tβθ è= yϑ÷è tƒ ÔÝ‹ Ït èΧ ∩⊆∠∪ 〈 

 And be not like those who started from their homes insolently and to be seen of men, and to hinder (men) 

from the path of Allah: for Allah compasses round about all that they do.  

 Al-Anfal (Spoils of war) 8: 47 

 

2-When we follow our vain desires and leave our unity we become easy prey for Satan. He will 

misguide from the straight path of Allah, and he will make our decisions seem fair in our eyes: 

 

 

 ã≅ ø? $# uρ öΝ Îγ øŠ n= tæ r't6 tΡ ü“Ï%©! $# çµ≈ oΨ ø‹s?# u $oΨ ÏF≈ tƒ# u y‡ n= |¡Σ $$sù $yγ ÷Ψ ÏΒ çµyè t7 ø? r'sù ß≈ sÜø‹ ¤±9$# tβ% s3 sù zÏΒ šÍρ$tó ø9$# ∩⊇∠∈∪ 〈 

 Relate to them the story of the man to whom We sent Our Signs, but he passed them by: so Satan followed 

him up, and he went astray.  

 Al-Araf 7: 175 

 öθ s9uρ $oΨ ø⁄Ï© çµ≈ uΖ÷è sù t� s9 $pκ Í5 ÿ…çµ̈ΖÅ3≈ s9uρ t$s# ÷z r& † n< Î) ÇÚ ö‘ F{$# yì t7 ¨? $# uρ çµ1 uθ yδ 4 …ã& é# sV yϑsù È≅ sV yϑx. É= ù= x6 ø9$# βÎ) ö≅ Ïϑøt rB Ïµø‹ n= tã ô] yγ ù= tƒ ÷ρ r& çµò2ç.øIs? 

] yγ ù= tƒ 4 y7 Ï9≡©Œ ã≅ sV tΒ ÏΘöθ s) ø9$# šÏ%©! $# (#θ ç/ ¤‹ x. $uΖÏG≈ tƒ$t↔ Î/ 4 ÄÈ ÝÁ ø% $$sù }È |Á s) ø9$# öΝ ßγ ¯= yè s9 tβρ ã�©3 x tF tƒ ∩⊇∠∉∪ 〈 
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 If it had been Our Will, We should have elevated him with Our Signs; but he inclined to the earth, and 

followed his own vain desires. His similitude is that of a dog: if you attack him, he lolls out his tongue, or if 

you leave him alone, he (still) lolls out his tongue. That is the similitude of those who reject Our Signs; so 

relate the story; perchance they may reflect.  

 Al-Araf 7: 176 

 

And 

 $tΒ uρ (# þθ è% §� x s? �ω Î) . ÏΒ Ï‰÷è t/ $tΒ ãΝ èδ u!% y` ãΝ ù= Ïèø9$# $J‹øó t/ öΝ æηuΖ÷4 t/  

 And they became divided only after knowledge reached them, through selfish envy as between themselves.  

 Ash-Shura (The Consultation) 42: 14 

 

Satan spares no effort in doing his best to misguide us and cause division and separation between us. 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us that the worst division is what happen when Satan separate a person 

from his wife (Narrated by Muslim). The Qur’an confirms this: 

 

tβθ ßϑ̄= yè tGuŠ sù $yϑßγ ÷Ψ ÏΒ $tΒ šχθ è% Ìh� x ãƒ ÏµÎ/ t÷ t/ Ïö� yϑø9$# ÏµÅ_ ÷ρ y— uρ 4 

They learned from them the means to sow discord between man and wife.  

 Al-Baqara (The Cow) 2: 102 

 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) told us to follow the straight path of Allah, and avoid other ways for it leads 

to misguidance because there are devils on each of these ways trying to misguide us: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Ibn Masoud stated that one day the messenger of Allah (PBUH) drew a line and said: (This is the way of 

Allah). Then drew lines on its right and on its left, then said: (These are ways, on each one of them is a 

devil inviting to it). Then he recited the verse: 

 

 

 ¨β r& uρ # x‹≈ yδ ‘ ÏÛ≡u.ÅÀ $VϑŠ É) tGó¡ãΒ çνθ ãè Î7 ¨? $$sù ( Ÿω uρ (#θ ãè Î7 −Fs? Ÿ≅ ç6 0¡9$# s− §� x tGsù öΝ ä3 Î/  tã Ï& Î#‹ Î7 y™ 4 öΝ ä3 Ï9≡ sŒ Ν ä38¢¹ uρ ÏµÎ/ öΝ à6 ¯= yè s9 tβθ à) −Gs? 

∩⊇∈⊂∪ 〈 

 Verily, this is My Way leading straight: follow it; follow not (other) paths: they will scatter you about from 

His (great) Path; thus doth He command you, that ye may be righteous.  

 Al-Ana’m (The Cattle) 6: 153 

 

3-We are threatened with severe punishment if we become divided after we see things clearly and persist in 

our wrong-doing: 

 

 Ÿω uρ (#θ çΡθ ä3 s? tÏ%©! $% x. (#θ è% §� x s? (#θ à n= tF÷z $# uρ . ÏΒ Ï‰÷è t/ $tΒ æΛ èε u!% ỳ àM≈ oΨ Éi4 t6 ø9$# 4 y7 Í× ¯≈ s9'ρ é&uρ öΝ çλ m; ë>#x‹ tã ÒΟŠ Ïà tã ∩⊇⊃∈∪ 〈 

 Be not like those who are divided amongst themselves and fall into disputations after receiving Clear 

Signs: for them is a dreadful Penalty.  

 Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) 3: 105 
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Why do Muslims become divided and fight each other? 
 

1-Each group feels that they are the only ones guided by Allah and they are absolutely correct, and 

everyone else is completely wrong: 

 ¨β Î)uρ ÿÍν É‹≈ yδ óΟ ä3 çF̈Β é& Zπ̈Β é& Zο y‰ Ïn≡uρ O$tΡ r& uρ öΝ à6 š/ u‘ Èβθ à) ¨? $$sù ∩∈⊄∪ 〈 

 And verily this Brotherhood of yours is a single Brotherhood. And I am your Lord and Cherisher: therefore 

fear Me (and no other).  

 Al-Mumenoun (The Believers) 23: 52 

 (# þθ ãè ©Üs) tGsù Ο èδ t� øΒ r& öΝ æηuΖ÷4 t/ # \� ç/ ã— ( ‘≅ ä. ¥>÷“ Ïm $yϑÎ/ öΝ Íκö‰y‰ s9 tβθ ãm Ì� sù ∩∈⊂∪ 〈 

 But people have cut off their affair (of unity), between them, into sects: each party rejoices in that which is 

with itself.  

 Al-Mumenoun (The Believers) 23: 53 

 

And 

 * t Î64ÏΨ ãΒ Ïµø‹ s9Î) çνθ à) ¨? $# uρ (#θ ßϑŠ Ï% r& uρ nο 4θ n= ¢Á9$# Ÿω uρ (#θ çΡθ ä3 s? š∅ÏΒ t Å2Î.ô³ ßϑø9$# ∩⊂⊇∪ 〈 

 

 Turn ye back in repentance to Him, and fear Him: establish regular prayers, and be not ye among those 

who join gods with Allah,  

 Ar-Rum (The Romans) 30: 31 

 z ÏΒ šÏ%©! $# (#θ è%§� sù öΝ ßγ uΖƒ ÏŠ (#θ çΡ% Ÿ2uρ $Yè u‹ Ï© ( ‘≅ ä. ¥>÷“ Ïm $yϑÎ/ öΝ Íκ ö‰y‰ s9 tβθ ãm Ì� sù ∩⊂⊄∪ 〈 

 Those who split up their Religion, and become (mere) sects, each party rejoicing in that which is with 

itself!  

 Ar-Rum (The Romans) 30: 32 

 

They misunderstand the Hadeeth (saying) of the Prophet (PBUH): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(Indeed those before you of the people of the Book became divided into seventy two sects, and this Umma 

(nation) will become divided into seventy three sects, seventy two are in the Fire, and only one in paradise, 

and that is those united in one group) 

Abou Dawood &Ahmad 

 

2-Our arrogance causes us to be stubborn and not listen to reason and persist in doing wrong: 

 

 Ÿω uρ (#θ çΡθ ä3 s? tÏ%©! $% x. (#θ è% §� x s? (#θ à n= tF÷z $# uρ . ÏΒ Ï‰÷è t/ $tΒ æΛ èε u!% ỳ àM≈ oΨ Éi4 t6 ø9$# 4 y7 Í× ¯≈ s9'ρ é&uρ öΝ çλ m; ë>#x‹ tã ÒΟŠ Ïà tã ∩⊇⊃∈∪ 〈 

 Be not like those who are divided amongst themselves and fall into disputations after receiving Clear 

Signs: for them is a dreadful Penalty.  

 Al-Imran (The Family of Imran) 3: 105 

 

And 

 $tΒ uρ (# þθ è% §� x s? �ω Î) . ÏΒ Ï‰÷è t/ $tΒ ãΝ èδ u!% y` ãΝ ù= Ïèø9$# $J‹øó t/ öΝ æηuΖ÷4 t/  

 And they became divided only after knowledge reached them, through selfish envy as between 

themselves.  
 Ash-Shura (The Consultation) 42: 14 



 6 

Work together and be united, and not become separated or divided into sects 

BS Foad, MD 2013 
The Qur’an & the Sunnah (Tradition of Prophet Muhammad PBUH) orders Muslims to 

unite and work together, and not become divided or fight each other 
“And hold fast, all together by the rope which Allah (Stretches out for you), and be not divided among 

yourselves, and remember with gratitude Allah’s favor on you, for you were enemies and He joined your 

hearts in love, so that by His grace you became brothers” Al-Imran 3: 103 

“As for those who divide their religion and break into sects, you have no part in them” Al-Ana’m 6: 159 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: (Whoever disobeys and leaves the Muslim group, then dies, he dies in a 

state of ignorance) Muslim. Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: (Allah accepts for you three things, and 

hates for you three things: He accepts that you worship Him alone with no partners, and that you hold all 

together to the rope of Allah, and not become divided; and He hates for you talking and asking about other 

people’s affairs, or asking too many things that are not your concern, and dislikes for you to waste money 

in ways that are not appropriate) Muslim.  

It is expected that we will differ among ourselves; such differences are settled according to the 

Qur’an & Sunnah: “O you who believe obey Allah, and obey the messenger, and those charged with 

authority among you. If you differ in anything among yourselves, refer it to Allah and His messenger, if you 

believe in Allah and the Last Day; that is best and most suitable for final determination” An-Nesa’a 4: 59 

It is the mercy of Allah that He unites the hearts of believers so they become brothers: 

“And He has put affection between your hearts; if you spent all that is on earth you could not have 

produced that affection, but Allah has done it, for He is exalted in might, wise” Al-Anfal 8: 63 

There are pitfalls and dangers in being divided and separated 
Division and separation leads to weakness and failure 

“And obey Allah and his messenger, and fall into no disputes, lest you loose heart and your power depart, 

and be patient and persevering, for Allah is with those who patiently persevere” Al-Anfal 8: 46 

Division can lead to misguidance 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) one day drew a line on the ground and said: (This is the way of Allah, leading 

straight); then drew lines on the right and on the left and said: (These are ways, on each one of them is a 

devil inviting to it) The he recited the Qur’anic verse:“Indeed this is My way leading straight: follow it, 

follow not other paths, they will scatter you about from His path, thus does He command you that you may 

be righteous” Al-Ana’m 6: 153 (narrated by Muslim). 

Division can lead to punishment 
“Be not like those who are divided among themselves and fall into disputes after receiving clear signs: for 

them is a dreadful penalty” Al-Imran 3: 105 

Why do Muslims become divided and fight each other? 
Each group feels that they are guided, while others are misguided 
“But people have cut off their affairs of unity between them, into sects: each party rejoicing in what it has” 

Al-Mumenoun 23: 53 

“As to those who split up their religion and become sects, each party is rejoicing in that which is with 

itself!”  Ar-Rum 30: 32 

Prophet Muhammad (PBUH) said: (Indeed those before you of the people of the Book became divided into 

seventy two sects, and this Umma (nation) will become divided into seventy three sects, seventy two are in 

the Fire, and only one in paradise, and that is those united in a group) Abou Dawood 

When we follow our vain desires we leave our unity and become easy prey to Satan 

“Relate to them the story of the man to whom We sent our signs, but he rejected them, so Satan followed 

him, and he went astray. If it had been our will, We could have elevated him with Our signs, but he inclined 

to the earth and followed his own vain desires” Al-Araf 7: 175 & 176 

Our arrogance causes us to be stubborn, not listen to reason and persist in doing wrong 

“They became divided only after knowledge reached them, through selfish envy as between themselves”  

Ash-Shura’ 42: 14 

“Those who were given the Book only became divided after clear evidence reached them” 

Al-Bayyena (Clear Evidence) 98: 4 


